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From the Desk of 
the President;  

 

Greetings to all our 
C.A.R. clowns and 
friends.   

February 2012 

President Report 

Happy Valentines Day 

 

Greetings to my fellow clowns as we approach 

the month of February when the world is ex-

pressing love and appreciation to one another.  

And with that comes the heart shaped boxes of 

candy, the little cupids flying around hear and 

there, the cards and letters, and my favorite, 

the long stem roses!  So during this month, it 

would be appropriate to explore our clown 

hearts.  

 

I think about all the clowns I have met in my 

travels since I’ve began and the consensus is 

that we all share this passion.  The clown’s 

prayer is always answered with the pride and 

success of the people that make up our alley.  

As I reflect back on the CAR 25th year Anni-

versary celebration, I felt blessed in knowing 

so many talented people and coming into con-

tact with many of our clown greats.   

 

 The following except was taken from Clown-

ing Around Volume 24, No 9 page 5 

“I don’t want to be called  ‘the greatest’  or 

one of the  ‘greatest’;  let other guys claim to 

be the best.  I just want to be known as a clown 

because to me that’s the height of my profes-

sion.  It means you can do everything –sing, 

dance and above all make people laugh.”  

This great quote from Red Skelton always 

makes me feel humble and helps me keep my 

goals in perspective.  Real clowning is not 

about the trophies and the awards and the 

accolades (although it is wonderful to be rec-

ognized by your peers).  A person clowning 

from the heart takes on an even greater im-

portance.  He searches for what is laughable 

and ridiculous in all of us and makes it ac-

ceptable.  Arina Issacson expressed it this 

way:  “People tell me they feel so much more 

available to life once they learn how to clown 

around.  That’s what being a clown is about…

It’s about touching your soul and giving it 

room to laugh.” 

 

The clown gives us permission to laugh at our-

selves—our foibles, our weaknesses, our clum-

sy actions, our pratfalls in life.  We all fall 

down, in one way or another, and we all feel 

foolish, but being able to laugh makes it easi-

er.  I agree with Shirley MacLaine who said, 

“The person who knows how to laugh at him-

self will never cease to be amused.”  It is bet-

ter to laugh than and to cry and anyone who 

helps us do that is a clown—maybe not “the 

greatest” or “one of the greatest” but still a 

clown.  And that’s one of the highest accolades 

anyone can receive”.   

 

This month education will be about “walk-

arounds-homemade props”…so bring your 

props and be ready to share.   

 

Thank you all for everything you’ve done to 

make this alley it the “greatest” and everything 

you do for the children to make the laugh.   

 

Nancy aka Bubbles 

 

 

 

Continued on page 2 
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Up Coming Events 
Happy 2012 to everyone, 
 
I would like to invite you to the 
First Balloon Jam of 2012. 
 
Location: Mama Mia’s  
Address: 27770 Plymouth Rd. 
Livonia, MI  48150 
Date: February 22, 2012 
(Wednesday) 
 
Seeing as Fat Tuesday is the 
Tuesday before the jam, the 
theme will be Mardi Gras or 
Valentine’s Day. Please bring 
your best sculpture or make it 
at the Jam. I would like to add a 
“Photo’s” page to the Michigan 
Twisters Group website to 
show prospective new mem-
bers what they can hope to 
learn if they come to the Jams. 
 
Please RVSP as soon as possi-
ble so I can let them know how 
many we will be. 
Please RSVP to:                      
adin@michigantwistersgroup. 
com 

 
CLOWNFISH FACTS  

The brilliantly colored Clownfish 
gets its name from its distinc-
tive black and white markings.  

 
HABITS  
 
Clownfish belong to a group of 
small, brightly colored fish 
called damselfish. These in-
shore reef dwellers have devel-
oped a curious and potentially 
deadly relationship with the sea 
anemone. 
 
BREEDING  
 
Clownfish lay their eggs in 
batches on the clear coral or 
rock adjacent to the anemone, 
or at the base of the male 
guards the eggs until they 
hatch 4-5 days later. In some 
species of clownfish, the male 
cares for the young until they 
reach sexual maturity, at which 
time they leave to find their own 
host anemone. Most clownfish 
spawn on coral near their host 
anemone or within the anemo-
ne itself.  
CLOWNFISH & MAN 
 
Far too small to be hunted by 
man for food, clownfish have 
lived undisturbed in the coral 
reefs for thousands of years. 
But more recently, they have 
become extremely popular as 
saltwater aquarium fish. The 
brightly colored species com-
mand a high price in europe 
and the unit-
ed states.  
 

 
 

 

 
Editor Note:  I found a new com-
pany AI would like to share with 
you.  They are called Zazzle and 
can be reached at  
http://www.zazzle.com 
   .  This company allows you to 
order their various products  and 
put your picture on it.  I ordered a 
tie and put 6 photos on it.  I also 
ordered a coffee mug with 3 pho-
tos and another coffee mug with 
two photos.  The second mug is 
called a “morphing” mug.  When it 
is unused it is dark blue, but when 
you add a hot liquid to it the blue 
goes away and my two photos, (of 
Uncle Jim) shine through.  The 
prices are a bit high, but the quali-
ty is excellent. Below  was taken 
from their website, If you’re crea-
tively inspired, instead of just 
searching the marketplace, you 
can choose from over 50 product 
categories and create something 
from scratch. Using our easy de-
sign tools, you can upload your 
own images, change styles, and 
add text to your heart’s desire. 
From hundreds of apparel styles 
and colors, to dozens of media 
and sizes for prints, to wedding 
invitations and even real United 
States postage… there are tons of 
options for your creative outbursts 
or for that special gift. We only use 
the highest quality materials, near-
ly all of the production is done lo-
cally in the U.S., and the majority 
of all products are produced and 
shipped within 24 hours. Pretty 
cool, eh? 
 
If you order something bring it to 
our next meeting.  I will wear the 
tie I bought.  You can even put 
your photo on POSTAGE 
STAMPS, that really work in the 
mail. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 C.A.R 
Meeting       

5 6 7 Rich 

“Chimples” 
Burrous 

8 9 10 11 12 13 Nancy 
“Bubbles” 

Opatich 

14 

15 Martin 
Luther King     
B-Day 

16 17 18 19 20 21 Plym-
outh Ice 
Sculptures 

22Sit 
Around 
and Do 

23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 1     

  
 

. 

 

  

 

 

 Clown Supplies 

Angel's Art 4 Clowns 
Art by Chicago cartoonist Angel Contreras 
708-479-3837 
 

  Clown Antics 

171 West 71st Street, Suite 3e  

New York, NY 10023  

734-454-6625  

            

  “Let's get out there and have 
some fun.”    
                 ———Dan"Tippy"Jones 

ALL balloon creations (in this section) 

made and photographed   by  Jim Gilfix                               

 

 
 

Guess Who? 

February 2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  
C.A.R              
Meeting        

2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 HAPPY 
VALENTINES 

DAY 

15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29    
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FOR MEMBERS OF CLOWNS AROUND REDFORD 
VIS IT  US ON-LINE AT :  
WWW.CLOWNS AROUNDREDFORD.ORG 

 E-mail Articles of interest or comments to: 

EditorFGP@Yahoo.com 
Clowns Around Redford  

meets the first Wednesday of the month 
at 7:00 pm.   

At the New Beginnings Church  
on Puritan & Delaware  

between Beech & Inkster in Redford. 

View the Free Giggle Press on-line at 

www.ClownsAroundRedford.org 

FOLD FOLD 

 

 E-mail Articles of interest or                              
comments to:   

unclejimtc@sbcglobal.net 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FACE PAINTING WORKSHOP 
 

With Anna Wilinski 
 
WHEN: Saturday, February 25, 2012 1:00 – 4:30 p.m. 
 
WHERE: New Beginnings United Methodist Church of Redford 
16175 Delaware (northwest corner of Puritan and Delaware ) 
 
DETAILS: Class is limited to 40 artists 
 
PRICE: $20.00 C.A.R. members ($25.00 (non-C.A.R. members) 
 
DESCRIPTION: Learn Cheek art and Full face 
Use sponges and brushes properly- 
Learn the technique of double loading brushes 
Learn how to use Rainbow Cakes 
 
Mail to: Bob Ferguson 36495 Joy Rd. Westland , MI 48185 
 
Call: Bill Brasgalla RSVP at (248) 426-0776 by February 22, 2012 
Or email Bill at louie857@att.net 
Please indicate your experience level: beginner or advanced 

 

   

 
FIRST CLASS MAIL 

 


